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The  Embargo. — ^This  oppressive  measure 
seems  to  have  completed  the  list  of  our  sufler- 
ings.  \V'’e  have  w  ar  ;  and  in  the  train  of  that 
demon  follow  cold,  nakedness,  hunger,  sick 
ness  and  death.  We  behold  the  whole  inter¬ 
nal  frontier  perpetually  exposed  to  savage  in¬ 
cursions — men,  women  and  children  flying  by 
tbousamls  from  their  once  peaceful  homes,  and 
butchered,  inhumanly  murdered  perhaps,  in 
their  flight — who  can  contemplate  these  ever 
recurring  scopes,  without  trembling  at  Uic 
awful  rcsp^ibility  which  they  have  incurred, 
who  have  waged  and  continued  this  war  so  im- 
necessarily?  Or  is  he,  wlio  wantonly  sports 
away  the  lives  of  thousands,  and  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands,  less  guilty,  in  the  sight  of  heaven,  than 
the  assassin,  who  despatches  but  a  single  foe  ? 
ts  be  less  guilty  who  spreads  desolation,  and 
ruin,  and  misery,  for  hundreds  and  huiikdreds 
of  miles,  than  the  unfeeling  nifiOan  w'hose  pi¬ 
tiless  dagger  ushers  grief  and  despair  into  a 
faeofily  ?  dr  Is  nethtng  hut  sport  ? 


And  IS  there  no  greater  crime  in  sending  our 
fellow  beings  into  eternity,  than  in  rolling  the 
ball  in  a  nine-pin  alley  ?  And  ate  whim,  fan¬ 
cy,  anger,  revenge,  as  good  a  justification  for 
the  suflerings  and  death  of  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  accountable  creatures,  as  they 
are  for  a  bout  at  fisticuffs  ?  It  would  Indeed 
seem  so;  for  we  are  waging  an  afflictive, 
bloody  war,  for  matters  which  two  reasonable 
men  would  scarcely  differ  about.  Indeed  we 
are  doing  it,  without  any  real  ground  of  dis¬ 
pute  lictween  us  and  Great  Britain. 

And  I  venture  to  predict,  that  when  a  peace 
is  made,  and  in  a  little  while  it  must  and  will 
be  made,  it  will  be  upon  the  Identical  terms, 
on  which  it  could  have  been  made  twelve 
months  ago.  This  will  not  lie  all ;  govern- 
ment  will  claim  great  applause  for  having 
maintained  tJic  nation’s  rights  so  well ;  and  it 
will  reiieive  it  too;  but  Canada  will  not  be 
ours;  neither  will  the  right  of  impressing  Bi*i- 
tisli  subjects  from  American  vessels  be  giveu 
up.  Nothing  will  be  gained ;  all  will  be  lost, 
that  an  incapable,  miserable,  imbecile  admi¬ 
nistration  could  loose  ;  our  arms  will  be  dis¬ 
graced;  our  national  character  defiled  and 
prostrated ;  our  debts  increased  some  three  or 
four  hundred  millions  of  dollars ;  an  evcirlasl> 
ing  tax  produced,  of  between  trvejity  and  tkir^ 
ty  millions  of  dollars  a  year ;  and  all  this  will 
result  in  just  such  a  state  of  relations  with 
Great  Britain,  as  would  have  existed  bad  the 
war  never  been  declared !  Nor  is  this  all. 
The  administration,  at  the  moment  of  recom¬ 
mending  the  embargo,  knew  this  well.  And 
yet  they  insisted  uplon  the  suicidal  stroke,  as 
obstinately  as  if  they  were  insane  etkMjgh 
believe  in  its  efficacy.  But  the  argument  in 
the  president’s  confidential  message  r^ads  ele¬ 
gantly,  and  is  as  captivating  as  the  best  storf 
in  the  w  hole  collection  of  the  Arabian  Nights* 
Eutcrtainiuents.  Good  God !  that  a  man  of 
straw  should  scare  crows  and  black  birds ;  and 
a  man  of  puprr  overset  the  understandings  of 
rational  beings !  As  if  it  were^not  enm^gb  that 
we  had  war,  non-iinportation,  increasing 
debts;  increasii^  taxes ;  disgraceful  batties  t 
infamonsly  plamed^.  uufi  more  Infamoitslj 
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ccnted  oampaigil^ ;  tiaroc  and  diviolatioD  along 
the  w4:ele  extent  ot‘  our  borders ;  our  country 
invatied,  our  homes  reduced  to  ashes ;  our  wo¬ 
men  aud  children,  in  storms  of  snow,  and  rain, 
and  hail,  perishing  in  the  wildernesses,  as  if 
to  show  how  little  the  United  States  are  cal¬ 
culated  for  a  war  qf  conc^uest  ;  how  much 
more  they  tliemselves  must  suffer  from  a  war 
than  their  enemy  cen,  to  behold,  to  add  to  our 
troubles,  to  cap  the  climax  of  our  afflictions, 
behold  another  EMBARGO  !  And  for  what  ? 
Have  we  not  tried  embargo  before  ?  Did  it 
not  fair?  Did  not  those  who  enacted  it,  repeal 
it  ?  And  did  they  not  repeal  it,  because  it  did 
fail?  Y  es — my  iiufortunate  countrymen — it  is 
as  you  say.  But  our  president  does  not  rely 
upon  the  o/d,  disproved  reasons  for  this  present 
blessed  embargo  of  his.  He  does  not  pretend 
that  we  can  subdue  Great  Britain  by  an  em¬ 
bargo— be  does  not  hope  any  such  things ; 
whatever  you  may  hear  from  the  miserable 
victims  of  democratic  insanity  in  city  porter 
houses,  or  country  taverns,  about  our  ability 
to  starve  the  English,  by  withholding  our  pro¬ 
visions;  orbreaking  up  their  manufactories, 
by  refusing  to  buy  their  cloths  and  penknives, 
the  president  has  not  the  hardihood  to  expose 
himself  so  much  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt 
of  sensible  and  intelligible  men,  as  to  venture 
openly  to  feed  popular  delusion  with  such  old, 
flattened,  stale  whip  syllabub  as  this.  The 
trade  of  Russia  is  open  to  Britain ;  so  js  that  of 
Pnissia  ;  the  greater  part  of  Germany ;  of  all 
Sweden  :  of  all  Portugal :  of  all  Spain  ;  of  the 
We<'t  Indies ;  of  the  East  Indies ;  China  ;  of 
all  South  America;  of  the  whole  coasts  of  the 
JMediterranean  and  the  Black  Sea.  There  is 
scarcely  a  rag  of  canvass  spread  to  the  breeze 
in  any  sea,  but  it  is  British.  There  is  scarce¬ 
ly  an  article  carried  from  one  country  to  ano- 1 
ther,*  but  in  a  British  ship ;  and  the  greatest  | 
portion  of  the  world  must  receive  their  manu¬ 
factures,  if  they  receive  any.  Mr.  Madison 
could  no  longer  indulge  in  the  scandalous 
folly,  of  believing  that  a  natioii,  which  has  the 
pick  of  the  whole  market,  one  stall  only  ex¬ 
cepted;  could  be  starved,  if  that  stall  should 
be  closed  against  her.  Mr.  Madison  knew  that 
these  things  were  now  too  well  known,  for  him 
t)  recommend  die  embargo  on  the  old  Jeffer¬ 
sonian  ground,  upon  which  our  noisy  and  stu¬ 
pid  ignoramuses  would  place  it.  Let  Qs  see 
-on  wbftt  groupd  be  did  place 


Supplies  (he  says)  of  tlic  most  essential 
kind,  find  their  way,  not  only  to  British  ports 
and  British  armies  at  a  distance,  but  the  ar¬ 
mies  in  our  neighbourhood,  with  which  our  own* 
are  contending,  derive  from  our  ports  and  out¬ 
lets,  a  subsistence  attainable  with  difficulty,  if 
at  all,  from  other  sources.  Even  theJUets  and 
troops,  infesting  our  coasts  and  watei’s,  are  by 
like  supplies,  accommodated  and- encouraged 
in  their  predatory  and  incursive  waifare.” 
Therefore,  says  he,  lay  an  embargo. 

I  hope  and  pray,  the  indignant  reader,  whe¬ 
ther  he  be  an  inhabitant  of  a  city,  and  there¬ 
fore  can  gain  his  living  only  by  that  commerce 
which  the  embargo  forbids  :  or  whether  he  be 
a  farmer  in  the  country,  the  price  of  whose  • 

I  wheat  and  rye,  and  every  thing  else,  depends 
upon  having  the  road  to  sea  as  open  as  possi¬ 
ble:  I  pray  him  to  be  cool  enough  to  remem¬ 
ber,  that  this  present  war  was  declared  by 
Mr.  Madison  and  his  supple  congress,  for  the 
advancement  and  security  of  something  or 
other  which  he  and  they  chose,  and  yet  choose,, 
to  call  “owr  rights;**  that  they  assured  us, 
that  the  enemy  would  feel  this  war  so  much,  * 
that,  before  long,  they  would  be  obliged  to 
acknowledge  these  “  rights,**  formally  and 
explicitly.  They  seem  never  to  have  thought, 
at  least  they  never  thought  right  of  telling  us, 
how  much  we  should  ourselves  suffer  uuder 
1  this  war ;  nor  how  much  tlie  British  could,  if 
they  choose,  increase  those  sufferings.  We 
thought  ne  should  be  engaged,  most  pleasant¬ 
ly,  in  fighting  and  hurting  them,  without  ever 
apprehending,  what  has  turned  out  to  be  the 
fact,  that  would  be  much  more  employed 
in  fighting  and  hurting  us.  The  delusion  was 
powerful  and  extensive;  the  ac!lministratioii> 
flattered  us  with  what  was  tempting  to  nation¬ 
al  vanity,  and  we  were  elated ;  they  promised 
what  was  gratifying  to  national' animosity,  and 
we  became  eager;  they  promised  as  conquest 
and  fame,  and  the  spirit  of  our  valorous  youth 
burst  forth  hva  blaze  of  patriotism ;  zealous,  in¬ 
deed,  but  thoughtless.  Canada  was  to  be  ourv* 
in  six  weeks  !  Our  war  was,  indeed,  said  to  be 
to  secure  our  rights ;  our  commercial  rights. 
The  mean  by  which  we  were  to  secure  them, 
was  coNCtuEST  ;  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Ar-' 
mies  were  raised  ;  millions  and  millions  were 
expended  to  effect  this  conquest.  All  the  mCn 
that  coaid  be  raised,  were  employed  in  this 
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;  aud  Urns  the  Mrbole  Seaboard  was  lation,  wlricli  its  oHii  defeneeki^  conditioil 
letl  (^fenceless.  The  British  were  left  to  do  and  the  exasperation  of  a  retaliating  enemy, 
what  they  pleased ;  and  that  they  have  done  alike  invited.  This  notion  of^otn^  towor^ot 
us  no  more  harm  than  they  have,  has  been  carrying  ontvar^  by  leaving  unprotected,  what 
occasioned,  not  by  any  resistance  which  go-  is  infinitely  more  valuable,  than  that  which 
verument  had  prepared,  but  because  they  did  you  are  going  in  pursuit  of,  is  the  peculiar 


not  choose  to  do  any  more.  We  have  burnt 
the  only  town  (but  one)  of  theirs  which  we 
could  get  at;  and  how  many  they  will  feel 
disposed  to  sacrifice  in  the  same  way,  in  reta¬ 
liation,  God  only  knows.  Ignorance  and  im¬ 
providence  were  not  less  conspicuous  in  the 
commencement,  than  they  have  been  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  war.  Canada,  to  be  sure, 
lay  open  to  us ;  and  1  should  be  inclined  to 
believe,  that  had  the  war  been  in  any  other 
hands  than  those  of  the  nuinsculls  who  have 
managed  it,  the  eighteen  stales  of  America 
might  have  done  something,  at  least,  towards 
the  reduction  of  the  two  provinces  of  Upper 
and  liower  Canada.  But,  at  the  best,  if  Ca¬ 
nada,  lay  open  to  us,  the  whole  seal)oard  lay 
open  to  the  British  ;  and  there,  they  could  do 
us,  whenever  they  pleased,  more  harm,  than 
even  the  entire  conquest  of  all  Canada  could 
do  them.  Accordingly,  if  even  we  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  Canada ;  if  we  had  driven  the  Bri¬ 
tish  forces  out,  it  would  only  have  changed  the 
seat  of  the  war ;  it  would  only  have  caused  a 
destnictive,  plundering,  burning  warfare  along 
the  whole  extent  of  the  sea  coast ;  so  that  the 
result  would  inevitably  have  been,  that  the 
conquest  of  Canada  would  have  transferred  the 
war  to  places,  where  cupidity,  combining  with 
martial  ardour  and  national  animosity,  would 
have  renewed  the  scenes,  exhibited  by  the 
buccaniers  of  former  days.  Biit  to  my  under¬ 
standing,  nothing  ever  argued  a  more  stupid 
infatuation,  than  to  think  of  undertaking  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  when  we  must  be  so  la¬ 
mentably  exposed  on  the  seabord.  The  ad¬ 
ministration  began  the  war  upon  the  same 
plan  on  which  General  Armstrong  has  since 
Conducted ;  by  utterly  neglecting  the  security 
of  what  was  ours  already,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  push  at  something  they  wished  to 
get.  Thus  Mr.  Madison  pushed  his  forces  to 
the  frontiers,  leaving  the  whole  sea  coast  ex¬ 
posed;  and  thus  General  Armstrong  pushed 
on  for  Montreal,  leaving  the  whole  region  of 
the  Niagara  exposed.  The  seaboard  has  suf¬ 
fered  every  evil  the  British  chose  to  indict ; 
jnhd  the  regioB  ef  tlte  Niagara,  ^  total  deso* 


folly,  the  execrable  insanity  of  the  pernicious 
politicians,  w'ho  are  destroying  us  and  our 
hopes,  with  a  regularity  which  is  so  unerring^ 
that  we  should  impute  it  to  system,  if  we  did 
not  know  that  it  resulted  from  madness.  Calt 
me  anglo-federalist,  Messrs.  Democrats,  if  you 
will — call  me  tory— call  me  traitor,  if  you 
wilt.  But  follow  the  events  of  this  war  front 
its  commencement — sail  down  the  St.  liaw* 
rence  with  Wilkinson — go  with  roe,  and  be¬ 
hold  our  soldiers  starving  with  cold  and  hun¬ 
ger  at  French  Mills,  dwindled  already  to  les» 
than  half  their  original  number ;  go  with  me 
to  Niagara ;  let  me  show  you  the  British  stan¬ 
dard  floating  upon  its  walls;  let  roe  show  you 
the  desolate  spots  w'here  Lewistown,  Tiisca- 
rora,  Buflaln  and  Rlack  Bock  once  stood ;  let 
me  show  you  the  snows  of  the  west  stained 
with  the  bloo<l  of  unprotected  men,  women  and 
children ;  and  while  we  fly  from  the  yell  of  th^ 
approaching  and  infuriated  savage,  let  me  im¬ 
plore  you  to  call  me  any  thing,  but  a  Madiso^ 
nian.  When  we  overtake  the  steps  of  hurry- 
ing  ige,  tottering  slowly,  with  helpless,  terri¬ 
fied  childhood  at  its  side :  when  we  overtak€& 
the  mother  pressing  her  screaming  infant  to 
her  cold  and  distractc^d  bosom,  instinctively 
hurrying  with  wild  affright,  to  escape  the  ge¬ 
neral  massacre ;  tell  them,  if  you  choose  to  be 
so  base,  tell  them,  this  man  is  a  tory  and  d 
traitor;  but  assure  them,  I  conjure  you,  assure 
them,  that  I  am  not  a  Madisonian.  I  would 
not  endure  the  curses  w  hich  are  mingled,  un- 
!  consciously,  w  ith  the  tears  and  groans  of  so 
’  much  suffering,  tor  all  the  distinctions  the 
world  can  bestow  !  I  would  not  be  the  sup¬ 
porter  of  this  man,  whose  policy  has  forced 
these  curses  out,  to  role  “  a  world  of  clear  and 
solid  chrystalite,*’  for  a  million  of  ages. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  from  the  inUtxat 
frontier,  which  should  have  been  decorated 
with  the  trophies  of  conquest,  and  see  what  i< 
to  be  done  for  the  maritime  frontier — for  the 
seaboard.  Let  us  view  the  resources,  the 
means,  the  thunders  of  war,  which  are  to  re¬ 
pel  the  audacious  enemy  from  our  shores. 
x\Bd  wbot  are  they  ?  JLn  emuasloO  \  The 
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qiierors  of  Canada,  alarmed,  at  length,  for  the  for  as  to  the  iaUti  provisions  and  ship  bread')- 
seaboard,  are  determined  to  protect  it,  as  be-  these  are  laid  in  great  plenty  when  the  voy- 
eomes  the  rulers  of  a  great  and  powerftil  na-  age  commences.  Suppose,  however,  that  not 
'tion,  and  out  comes  an  embargo  !  They  are  |  ^  single  ounce  ol  provision  could  reach  them 
determined  to  maintain  **  free  trade,”  and  frona  our  shores,  who  can  be  so  mad,  besidei 
they  say  let  it  stop.  We  shall  punish,  with  Mr.  Madison,  as  to  dream  that  that  would 
the  most  overwhelming  penalties,  the  vile  send  the  British  ships  all  off?  There  is  snch 
miscreants,  who  sliall  dare  to  carry  it  on.  a  thing  as  short  allowance;  there  is  such  a 
We  are  determined  to  protect  “sailors’  thing  as  sending  one  vessel  for  supplies  for,  the 
rights,’*  too  ;  but  if  we  find  any  rascal,  with  a  rest.  Provisions  are  to  be  had  in  some  other 
blue  jacket  and  trowsers  on,  setting  his  nose  parts  of  the  world,  1  have  always  understood,, 
in  a  direction  to  catch  the  refreshment  of  the  as  well*  as  in  the  United  States.  Now  I  al* 
sea  breeze,  he  shall  be  laid  by  the  heels.  The  low  that  if  the  embargo  shall  prevent  them 
British  scoundrels  !  do  they  pretend  that  they  from  getting  provisions  from  us,  aud  from  eve- 
are  able  to  destroy  American  “  free  trade  and  ry  other  quarter,  and  they  have  none  laid  in  to 
aailors*  rights  ?’’  we  shall  let  them  see  they  live  ujion;  and  that  they  shall  be  obliged  to  quit 
could  not  half  doit,  if  we  did  not- help  them,  our  shores,  one  and  all,  as  if  famine  and  Old' 
We  shall  let  them  see  we  care  as  little  for  Nick  were  after  them,  the  embargo  will  turn 
American  “  free  trade  and  sailors’  rights,’’  as  our  to  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  necro- 
they  do.  mancy  since  the  times  of  the  Egyptian  magi. 

The  embargo,  then,  is  to  repel  the  enemy.  All  this  I  shall  cheerfully  acknowledge,  when 
The  embargo  !  Because,  says  Mr.  Madison,  it  happens.  In  the  mean  time,  I  must  l>e  per- 
“  siqiplies  of  the  most  essential  kind  find  their  mitted  to  entertain  the  most  inexpressible 
way  to  the  enemy.  Even  the  fleet  and  troops  contempt  for  the  idiocy,  wliich  invented  this 
infesting  our  coasts  and  waters,  are,  by  like  suicidal  nostrum.  But  it  is  of  a  piece  with  all 
supplies,  accommodated  and  encouraged.”  the  rest ;  it  will  eventuate  Just  as  all  the  lit- 
Now,  it  is  very  certain,  that  this  embargo  tie  cobweb  projects  of  our  lunatic  theorists, 
is  a  severe  stroke  not  only  on  American  com-  have,  in  most  ridiculous  disappointment  and- 
n*rrce,  but  on  American  agriculture  too.  It  disgraoe.  .Vnd  thousands  and  tlionsands  of  de¬ 
will  sink  the  value  of  wheat,  for  instance,  say  mo<;rats  will  believe  in  the  next  project  of  our 
a  dollar  in  the  bushel ;  now  as  many  bushels  political  wouder-monge»'s,  with  as  much  cciifi- 
of  w’heat  as  there  are  in  the  country,  so  many  deuce  as  they  have  done  in  all  those  that  wont 
fnillions  of  dollars  tax  is  to  be  paid  to  support  before.  And  there  is  no  hope  for  this  nation, 
the  embargo.  If  a  farmer  shall  have  on  hand  if  a  sufficient  number  of  these  cannot  be 
one  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  he  loses  a  dol-  brought  to  their  senses,  when  they  both  see 
lar  on  the  bushel,  and  his  part  of  tlie  embargo  and  feel,  that  our  utter  ruin  is  inevitable.  For 
tax  comes  to  one  hundred  dollars  a  year.  It  if  we  are  to  keep  on,  as  thus  far  we  have  gone 
will  be  more  than  even  the  war  tax ;  but  put  on,  what  is  to  stop  our  career  to  destruction  ? 
both  together,  and  add  to  them  the  tax  that  A  land  tax,  a  carriage  tax,  a  shop  tax,  with  all 
is  paid  in  the  high  prices  of  all  necessaries,  and  the  rest  of  that  class.  A  tax  in  the  shape  of 
by  Jove,  it  is  one  of  the  bitterest  sweetners,  high  prices ;  and  last  of  all  a  tax,  in  the  shape* 
our  Americans  ever  tasted.  But  to  the  em-  of  embargo;  fiie  last,' worst  of  all.  For  that 
bargo  :  it  is  a  severe,  a  very  severe  thing  up-  law  is  a  tax,  an  oppressive  and  extinguishing 
CO  us.  Is  the  object  worth  it  ?  The  man  is  a  tax,  not  only  upon  our  property,  our  industry, 
fool  who  gives  more,  a  great  deal  more  lor  a  our  commerce,  our  agriculture,  but  upon  pub- 
thing  than  it  is  evidently  worth.  Now  what  lic  liberty;  it  is  a  direct  attack  upon  the 
is  it  we  have  done?  We  have  prostrated  the  freedom  of  every  single  individual  freemait, 
whole  trade  of  the  union ;  we  are  to  incur  all  in  these  United  States.  And  if  the  men  who 
the  loss  and  distress  consequent  on  it,  tor  what?  have  made  it,  can  retire  in  safety  from  the  at- 
Why  to  compel  the  British,  if  they  mean  to  tack,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  proclaim  that  ty* 
feed  (Xi/resh  meats  and  povUry,  to  look  for  it  ranny  has  felt  the  pulse  of  American  liberty, 
elsewhere  !  Before  God,  that’s  all  the  reamm^i  and  found  it  so  languid  and  feeble,  that  it  will 
able  cxfiectation  there  couW  bate  be«i  in  it ;  |  not  be 'afraid  to  en^e  in  any  attempt  whaK 
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•oey^r  afterward.  For  a  people  who  can 
tamely  surrender  their  sacred  birtli  right,  be¬ 
cause  they  can  be  persuaded  that  such  sur¬ 
render  is  necessary  to  prevent  British  officers 
from  feeding  on  American  poultry,  instead  of 
their  own  salt  t>eef  and  pork,  can  be  persuaded  .| 
to  any  thing.  They,  who  can  be  persuaded 
that  fresh  meat  is  necessary  to  the  subsistence 
of  a  blockading  squadron  of  hardy  sailors,  can ! 
believe  any  thing.  And  they  who  can  be  per¬ 
suaded,  that  Mr.  Madison  was  ideot  enough  to 
lay  his  embargo  for  such  a  reason,  will  soon 
be  in  no  need  of  a  southern  slave  driver ;  they 
will  very  soon  need  nothing  but  a  southern 
slave  leader.  But  have  our  people  beem  .base 
.enough  to  furnish  the  British  ?  If  they 
'  have,  do  yon  think,  simple  reader,  that  they 
cannot  do  it  again  ?  If  the  danger  is  greater, 
the  reward  will  be  greater.  '  But  the  traf&c 
will  go  on ;  you  and  I  know  not  how — but  go  on 
it  will.  But  if  the  embargo  drives  the  British 
squadron  off,  1  do  hereby  consent  to  stand  con¬ 
victed  of  being  a  greater  blockhead,  than  ever 
was  in  the  wtmle  congress.  I  know  what  a 
terrible  scr.t  nce  I  invoke  ;  but  I  do  it  with 
•fearless  firiT.n  .ss. 

CONGKESS. 

House  of  Uepresentatiyes. 

December  17. 

After  going  through  a  good  deal  of  local 
business,  the 

DOORS  CLOSED  ! 

and  so  continued  until  half  past  one  o'clock, 
and  then  the  house  adjourned  to 
Four  o^clock,  P.  M. 

CLOSED  DOORS. 

Session  continued,  and  the  house  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

December  20. 

A  bill  was  reported,  and  twice  read  to  au¬ 
thorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  sub¬ 
scribe  150^000  dollars  to  the  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake  Canal  Company. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  naval  committee 
; inquire  into  the  expediency  of  building  an  ad¬ 
ditional  number  of  armed  vessels,  of  not  less 
than  16,  nor  more  than  20  guns,  each. 

It  was  resolved  that  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  tho  expediency  of 
.  making  an  adequate  and  permanent  provision 
ier  officers,  soldiers  ^and  marines,  who  have 
been,  or  sliall  be,  disabled  by  wounds,  in  the 
naval  or  military  service ;  and  also  fur  the 
.widows,  and  education  of  the  children  of  ofii- 
cers,  soldiers  and  marines,  who  shall  be  so 
disabled. 

It  was  decided' that  Bowers  is  noU  find 


tliat  Isaac  Williams  ik,  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper^  Resolved^  That  a 
committee  be  appointe<i  on  that  part  of  the 
i  president’s  message,  relating  to  the  revis  on 
of  the  militia  laws,  to  inquire  what  provisions 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  militia,  called  out  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  any  of  the  state  or  territorial  go¬ 
vernments,  for  the  defence  of  tlie  country 
against  the  iacui*sions  of  the  enemy.  Consi- 
I  derable  desultory  delmte  ensued.  In  the 
course  of  the  remarks  it  was  intimated,  that 
some  legislative  provision  would  be  made  du¬ 
ring  the  session,  defining  the  line  of  deiiiarka- 
tion  between  the  powers  of  the  gent^ral  and 
state  governments,  respecting  the  militia, 
which  is  the  idea  supposed  to  be  intended  in 
the  president’s  mesvsage  upon  that  subject. 

A  resolution  was  intioduced  by  IMr.  Pickens, 
proposing  an  ainendmeot  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Lnited  States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
districting  tlie  states  for  the  choice  of  electors 
of  president  and  vice  president. 

CLOSED  doors! 

Injunction  of  secrecy  taken  off. 

December  2\, 

Mr.  Lovett  submitted  the  following  resoln* 
tions : 

• 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  L^'nited 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  house,  if  in  his  opinion  it  will  not  be  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  public  welfare,  all  the  evi¬ 
dence  in  bis  possession  relative  to  the  com¬ 
mencement,  progress  and  present  state  of  the 
system  of  retaliation  upon  prisoners  of  war,  to 
which  the  governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  have  lately  resorted.  Also, 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States  will 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house,  the  names 
of  those  prisoners  of  war  who  have  been  sent 
as  criminals  to  England  for  trial.  Also,  evi¬ 
dence  when  and  where  tlipse  *  prisoners  were 
captured ;  at  what  time  they  emigrated  from 
the  British  dominions  to  the  United  States ; 
when  and  in  what  manner  they  had  incorpo¬ 
rated  themselves  into  our  political  society. 
Alsov  whether  any  or  all  of  the  said  prisoners 
have  been  naturalized  agreeably  to  the  laws 
of  the  Uuited  States;  and  when  and  where, 
and  all  other  evidence  which  may  serve  to 
show  and  deline  the  national  character  of  the 
said  prisoner^of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  house,  if  in  his  opinion  it  be  not  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  the  public  welfore,  any  documents, 
papers,  evidence,  or  information,  tending  to 
siiow  that  naturalized  siibje^s  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  are  by  her,  cmuloved  in  war  against  their 
native  country ;  anu  that  they  are  by  her  pro¬ 
tected  from  punislimeiit,  either  by  means  of 
retaliation  or  otherwise,  when  taken  by  their 
native  countrymen  in  arms  against  .then,  of^ 
in  arms  InvadlDg  tbefr  tmTitorks* 
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Resolved^  That  tli€  president  of  the  United 
JStates  be  i*cquested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  house,  if  in  his  opinion  it  be  not  incousis* 
tent  with  the  public  welfare,  such  evidence 
ais  he  may  have  in  his  possession  relative  to 
the  ordei'S,  regulations  and  proclamations, 
'Which  since  the  comncienc.eineut  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  war,  have  been  issued  and  promulgated 
in  the  provinces  of  Canada,  by  the  governor 
general  of  those  provinces,  or  any  other  offi¬ 
cer  or  agent  of  the  state,  condition,  rights  and 
<iuties  of  the  native  citizens  of  the  United 
•States,  as  have,  during  the  present  war,  borne 
arms  against  the  United  States,  within  their 
limits,  and  what  is  the  present  situation  of 
such  citizens. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  it  cannot  be  necessary  for 
me,  sir,  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  this 
house,  in  avowing  the  motives  which  have  in¬ 
duced  me  to  submit  these  resolutions  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house;  both  the  mo¬ 
tives  and  the  object  must  be  palpable. 

It  is  a  fact,  as  notorious  as  lamentable, 
that  tlie  government  of  the  United  states  has 
entered  upon  a  broad  system  of  retaliation  up¬ 
on  prisoners  of  war;  thatnipid  strides  in  that 
system  have  already  been  made  towards  a 
very  serious,  and,  possibly,  fatal  result.  By 
the  progress  made  in  this  system,  many  indi- 
1  uhials  are  already  deprived  of  their  personal 
liberty,  and  in  strong  solicitude  arc  awaiting 
an  uncertain  fate,  In  every  point  of  view,  the 
subject  of  retaliation  is  important.  The  lex 
ialionis  is  bottomed  upon  necessity  and  policy ; 
it  is  the  ne  plvs  ultra  of  civil  warfare. 

It  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  house  to  exa¬ 
mine,  with  profound  attention,  the  ground  we 
awe  advancing  upon.  The  president,  in  his 
message,  has  called  our  attention  to  it ;  the 
voice  of  tlie  nation  and  of  humanity  call  us  to 
|t.  have  already  so  1‘ar  called  our  attten- 
tioD  to  it,  as  to  refer  that  part  of  the  message 
to  a  select  committee.  The  evidence  requir¬ 
ed  will  be  indispensable  for  that  committee. 
l.et  them  have  it,  and  thoroughly  investigate 
tl>e  business.  If  we  have  adopted  untenable 
principles,  the  sooner  they  shall  be  abandoned 
tlie  better ;  if  questionable  ones,  the  sooner 
they  shall  be  examined  the  safer.  1 
would  equally  avoid  the  too  1x>1d  assertion 
of  a  doubtful  right,  as  the  imsillanimons  sur¬ 
render  of  an  undeniable  one.  But,  sir,  if  the 
principles  of  the  lex  Ialionis  as  settled  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  will  bear  us  out  in  this  sys¬ 
tem  ;  then  on  let  us  go,  even  it*  we  festoon  the 
borders  of  our  cqunti'y  with  halters. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  on  motion 
t>f  Mr.  Macon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Many  resolutions  and  petitions  for  altering 
and  establishing  post  routes,  were.  In  the 
exHirse  of  the  dia^  presented  and  referred. 

Vecember  24. 

Mr.  Kilboum  presented  a  petition,  praying 
redress  for  depredation  upon  property  by  the 
^^tocky  mnitia.  In  Ohio, 


Also,  a  petition  (Vom  t?ie  Reverend  J. 
Hughes,  for  compeasalion  as  chaplain  to  Gen. 
Hull’s  army,  he  having  been  irregularly  ap^ 
pointed. 

The  Judiciary  committee  reported  a  bill 
for  an  additional  judge  in  the  Missouri  terri¬ 
tory  ;  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved,  and  it  was 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  committee  on  the  judi«> 
ciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  altering  the  Judicial  system  of  the 
Uniied  States. 

Resolved  o/so.  That  the  same  committee  be 
instnieted  to  inquire  into  the  expedicuicy  of 
providing  by  law  lor  the  more  eflectiial  pu-* 
nishment  of  crimes  against  the  United  States ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

December  28. 

The  petition  of  Nantucket,  praying  relief 
from  the  operation  of  the  direct  tax,  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  memorial  of  Alexander  Smyth,  late  in¬ 
spector  general,  praying  to  he  reiubtalcd,  was 
referred  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  a  bill 
authorizing  payment  for  projierty  captured 
or  destroyed  while  in  public  service;  which 
was  twice  read  and  eoiiimitted. 

Mr.  liliea  moved,  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military 
affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  expe- 
iliency  of  extending  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  over  parts  of  states  or  territories  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  no^ 
extinguished  by  treaty,  in  such  manner  as 
that  all  white  persons  residing  in  such  parts 
of  states  or  territories,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
operation  thereof. 

Ol'H  RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Md.  announced  liis  inten¬ 
tion  to  offer  a  resolution  to  the  house.  He 
said  that  the  information  to  be  called  for  by 
at  least  one  of  the  resolutions,  which  he  should 
presently  offer,  was  of  a  nature  to  require  it 
to  be  placed  before  this  body  as  early  as 
sible.  One  subject  excepted,  perhaps  no  in- 
tbrmation  in  the  power  of  the  executive  was 
more  important  to  both  sides  of  the  house. 
He  did  not,  he  said,  mean  to  be  understood 
as  intiiuatipg  that  sonic,  |)erhaps  many,  if  not 
all  of  the  political  elect,  of  those  initiated  in¬ 
to  the  mysteries  of  governineDt,  did  not  pos¬ 
sess  a  minute  knowledge  of  what  was  only 
known  to  him  and  others,  as  being  buzzed 
about  by  faint  report.  To  lie  sure,  said  he, 
we,  who  are  political  heretics,  and  of  course 
under  judgment  of  fiery  condeiunalioo — wo 
political  unbelievers  in  the  true  faith,  have  no 
right  to  expect  to  be  initiated  into  the  ceremo¬ 
nies  and  mysteries  of  government.  But,  sir,  un¬ 
til  you  let  intoo'ir  minds  the  light  of  revelation, 
1  beg  we  may  not  be  cursed  and  condemned 
for  what  we  are  not  permitted  to  know  and 
comprdKiid.  It  (lad  b^en  said^  M|r.  P.  re- 
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that  court,  or  of  his  reception.  If  ^credited, 
of  the  time  when  he  was  so  accredited,  and  of 
the  progress  of  ills  negociation. 

Resolved^  That  tlie  president  be,  and  tie  is 
liereby  requested  to  c^use  to  be  laid  before 

■  or  com- 


marked,  by  an  emiueat  divine,  of  great  evan- 
geiical  piety,  and  much  intellectual  informa¬ 
tion,  that  where  mystery  begins,  there  true 
religion  ends.  ,  This  observation,  and  in  quo¬ 
ting  it,  he  meant  no  invidious  allusion  to  any 
religious  sect,  applied  with  much  more  apt¬ 
ness  and  force  to  political,  than  to  religious  or 
moral  concerns.  With  all  rthe  acknowledged 
forecast  and  sagacity  of  the  chair,  Mr.  H.  ob¬ 
served,  the  speaker  might  not,  from  what  lit¬ 
tle  he  had  perhaps  unnecessarily  said  on  this 
siibji^ct,  anticipate  the  nature  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  he  was  about  to  move  for.  He  would 
therefore  quote  from  the  president’s  message, 
a  passage  winch  appeared  to  him  to  render 
the  adoption  of  the  first  of  the  resolves  he  had 
before  him  perfectly  proper,  and  indeed  ne¬ 
cessary.  [Mr.  H.  then  recited  the  pa.ssage 
from  the  message,  which  recommends  the  a- 
doufion  of  legal  provisions  for  reciprocating 
the  admission  into  our  ports  of  vessels  of 
friendly  nations,  who  admit  within  their  wa¬ 
ters  our  public  and  private  armed  vessels.] 
This  part  of  tfie  message,  he  said,  although 
the  word  France  was  no  where  contained  in  it, 
•related  exclusively  to  that  government,  her 
depindencies  and  allies.  Now  this  part  of 
the  message  had  been  referred  to  a  special 
committee ;  and  as,  in  his  judgment,  an  alli¬ 
ance  essentially  in  fact,  though  not  in  form, 
already  exists  between  our  country  and  France, 
he  begged,  before  the  cords  which  bind  us  to¬ 
gether  are  drawn  closer,  that  congress  may 
be  enabled  to  legislate  intelligently  and  with 
wisdom  on  this  subject.  At  this  day,  he  said, 
after  the  very  mortifying  disclosures  of  facts 
m  respect  to  our  relations  with  France,  it 
would  not  be  disputed  here  that  many  humili¬ 
ating  injuries  had  been  heaped  by  her  chief 
on  this  country.  It  would  not  be  disputed 
that  he  had  surprised,  seized  and  confiscated 
millions  of  our  property  perfidiously  drawn 
within  his  grasp — to  so  great  an  amount  as 
that,  to  use'  the  language  of  our  minister,  its 
very  magnitude  destroyed  all  liopes  of  its  res¬ 
titution.  To  say  nothing  of  the  very  alarm¬ 
ing  evils  which  might  ensue,  the  admission 
into  our  ports  of  French  vessels  of  war  and 
privateers,  it  was  certainly  proper  that  this 
house,  before  legislating  on  the  subject,  should 
be  apprized  distinctly  of  the  state  of  our  rela¬ 
tions  with  France.  The  second  resolution  he 
should  offer  he  was  -perfectly  content  to  let 
rest  on  its  intrinsic  merits ;  holding  liiiiiself, 
however,  lioiind  to  prove,  if  the  house  should 
Jet  Jiiin,  all  the  material  f^ts  connected  with 
the  subject,  and  out  of  which  it  had  grown. 
Mr.  H.  then  read  in  bis  place,  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  the  president  be,  and  lie  is 
hereby  requested  to  communicate  to  this 
liouse,  any  information  in  his  possession,  and 
which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  divulge,  in 
relation  to  the  omission  or  refusal  of  the 
French  government  toaccre<lit  the  minister 
jpleiiipotenUary  sent  by  the  United  States  to 


this  house,  any  correspondence  with, 
muiiication  in  writing  from,  the  late  minister 
of  France,  resident  at  Washington,  on  or  about 
the  14th  of  June,  or  subsequently  with  his 
successor,  M.  Sermrier,  prescribing  or  decla¬ 
ring  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  their 
sovereign  would  consent  to  treat  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  the  United  States,  if  any  such 
correspondence  or  communication  lie  in  the 
possession  of  the  executive,  that  the  president 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  inform  this 
I  house,  unless  the  public  interest  forbid  such 
disclosure,  whether  there  has  not  been  such  a 
eorresjiondence  or  communication,  which  w-as 
withdrawn  from  the  archives  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  state,  and  if  so,  when  and  how  the 
same  was  so  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Grosvenor'of  N.  Y.  called  for  the  yeat 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  consideration^ 
when  it  appeared  there  were— 

For  consideration,  J25 
Against  it,  21 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Va.  suggested  the  ^prqpricty 
of  laying  these  resolutions  on  the  table,  and 
ordering  them  to  be  printed.  This  wish  arose 
not  from  any  objection  to  the  acquisition  ot 
the  information  therein  required  ;  but  from  a 
disposition  to  examine  into  their  language  and 
import,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  their  acew- 
dance  with  that  decorum  and  sense  of  proorn 
ety  which  ought  to  be  observed  by  all  branch¬ 
es  of  the  government  towards  each  other - 

and  it  was  obviously  impossible  to  judge  of 
them  correctly  on  a  casual  hearing  of  them. 
He  should,  he  said,  feel  no  hesitation  in  vo¬ 
ting  for  the  object  of  the  resolutions.  On  this 
as  on  all  other  occasions,  he  was  convinced  the 
government  would  not  shrink  from  a  full  ex¬ 
amination  of  its  conduct  in  relation  to  our  fo¬ 
reign  roncerns.  It  posvsessed  no  st^orets  with 
the  people,  except  so  far  as  temporary  secrecy 
on  particular  points  might  be  demanded  bjr 
the  general  good.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  these  resolutions ;  but  be 
believed,  he  said,  that  since  the  flrst  session 
of  congress,  no  correspondence  of  an  unfriend¬ 
ly  character  had  passed  between  tlie  resident 
minister  from  France  and  our  government  ^ 
nor  had  any  correspondence,  daring  thatt  peri¬ 
od,  been  withdrawn  from  the  department  of 
state.  As  to  the  first  resolve,  Mr.  Eppes  said, 
our  minister  to  F'rance  had  been  as  far  receiv¬ 
ed  and  accredited  as  possible,  in  the  absence 
of  the  executive  of  France,  from  the  seat  of 
government.  The  constituted  authorities  of 
that  nation  had  expressed  their  satisfaction  at 
the  appointment  of  a  man  of  so  honourable 
and  high  a  rank  among  his  cxHintrymen ;  and 
no  circumstance  had  arisen  to  autliorize  the 
suspicion  that  our  minister  in  France  wouldr 
oot  be  irealed  'with  the  resp^  'due  to  the 
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Representative  of  a  friendly  power.  Mr.  E. 
concluded  by  nrK>ving  that  the  resolves  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hanson  said  be  had  no  objection  to  the 
course  proposed  to  be  given  to  his  motion. — 
He  would  merely  state,  in  addition  to  the  ob- 
tervations  he  had  had  the  honour  to  make, 
that  his  object  in  submitting  the  first  resolu¬ 
tion  was  to  ascertain  distinctly  from  tlie  ex¬ 
ecutive  the  precise  state  ol'our  relations  ifith 
France.  To  his  mind  it  appeared  that  an  al> 
most  impenetrable  veil  had  covered  these  re-, 
lations.  He  wished  that  the  veil  might  be 
rent,  and  their  precise  state  exhibited  to  the 
public  eye.  It  was  proper  for  him  to  say,  in 
-  addition,  that  if  the  second  resolution  sitoiild 
be  adopted,  and  the  house  should  afford  him 
an  op|H>rtunity,  by  a  fair  and  liberal  exertion 
of  its  constitutional  authority,  he  should  he 
able  to  establish  the  fact,  that  a  letter  of  a 
most  insolent  nature  had  been  addressed  by 
the  French  minister  to  this  government,  re- 
ilecting  on  the  honour,  independence  and  sove- 
icignty  of  the  nation,  requiring  of  the  govern- 
inent,  before  any  steps  were  taken  towards 
the  ibniiation  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  coin- 
meice,  that  we  should  make  sacrifices  of  the 
most  dishonourable  nature;  that  we  should 
accede  to  a  most  oppressive  system  of  policy, 
tor  .the  purpose  of  conciliating  the  favour  of 
the  French  tyrant.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  be 
able,  he  thought,  to  establish  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  the  house,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
reception  of  that  letter,  w'hich  had  been'lrans- 
lated  for  the  perusal  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
fmd  by  him  laid  before  the  president,  a  mes¬ 
sage  had  been  sent  to  a  gentleman  in  the 
Beighbourliood  of  the  then  residence  of  the 
French  minister,  requesting  him  to  take  hack 
that  letter,  which  he  most  peremptorily  re¬ 
used  to  do.  He  should  be  able  to  prove, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  this  ap¬ 
plication,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  (now 
ene  of  our  envoys  to  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burg)  went  to  Baltimore,  and  in  person  soli¬ 
cited  the  French  minister  to  take  back  that 
letter,  which  he  declined  to  do.  He  should 
be  able  to  prove,  if  he  had  not  been  most 
grossly  deceived  and  imposed  upon,  that  the 
secretary  of  state  liad  addressed  a  letter  to 
Mons.  Turreao,  inviting  him  to  the  seat  of  go¬ 
vernment,  which  invitation  he  declined  ac¬ 
cepting.  That  the  secretary  of  legation,  M. 
De  Cabre,  being  on  a  visit  to  VVashiugtoo,  was 
applied  to,  to  withdraw  that  letter,  which  he 
declined  doing,  saying  that  it  had  been  duly 
enrolled  in  the  archives  of  state,  and  transmit¬ 
ted  to  his  master.  At  that  period,  it  would 
no  doubt  be  recollected,  a  minister  from  G. 
Britain,  charged  with  an  important  negotia¬ 
tion,  was  on  his  way  to  this  country ;  and  that 
with  him  a  controversy  arose, .which  termina¬ 
ted  in  the  abmpt  dismissal  of  that  minister. 
The  point  which  he  should  be  able  to  prove, 
and  for  which  Mr.  H.  said  he  wanted  that  let- 
fnr  bfforn  kpiwe,  wns,  tbnt  that  letter  re¬ 


mained  on  the  ffles  df  the  office  of  state,  and 
was  never  withdrawn  till  the  British  minister 
was  dismissed.  These  were  the  facts  which 
he  was  authorized  to  say  there  was  the  best 
possible  reason  for  believing  e»onld  be  proved. 
If  then  the  gentleman  frojn  Virginia  had  no 
objection  to  afford  an  opi)ortunily  for  scrutiny 
into  the  conduct  of  the  goverument,  if  there 
was  nothing  in  its  conduct  he  wishei!  to  screen 
from  examination,  he  would  have  no  difficulty 
in  assenting  to  these  resolutions,  and  letting 
them  go  to  the  executive.  If  it  was  untrue 
that  any  such  letter  had  been  received,  let 
the  nation  know  it.  If  true,  a  very  different 
impression  would  be  made  on  the  minib  of 
the  people,  than  the  conduct  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  appe^ared  to  have  made  on  that  oi*  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Kppes  said  he  had  thon.r^t,  ftiiii  bin 
indistinct  hearing  of  its  reading,  tiir.t  Mie  be- 
ooikI  resolution  embraced  a  corrf 
supj>osed  to  have  taken  pfacc  with  ti Iri  uca 
minister  since  the  adjourniiient  of 
Witli  resp(‘ct  to  Turrcau’«  letter,  about 
he  had  seen  a  great  d«,al  in  the  public  prints* 
whether  sueJi  a  letter  had  Item  written,  ho 
did  not  undertake  to  say.  That  no  such  |  ul>- 
lie  letter  now  was,  or  ever  had  been,  on  the 
files  of  the  department  of  state,  he  know  to 
be  a  fact.  If  siiclva  letter  had  been  address¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  whilst  secretary  of 
state,  it  was  an  insult  to  biin,  as  an  individual, 
and  not  to  the  goveriinient.  3ir.  Robert 
Smith  was  considered  as  a  ma4i  of  homuir ; 
and  when — 

[Mr.  Eppes  had  proceeded  thus  far,  when 
the  debate  was  checked  by  the  speaker,  as 
being  irregular  on  a  motion  for  postiwnement, 
and  Mr.  E.  was  not  permitted  to  conclude  his 
remarks.] 

I  The  motion  for  laying  the  resolutions  on 
the  tabic  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  of  claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to 
persons,  whose  property  had  been  impressed 
into  the  public  service,  the  full  value  thereof, 
if  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  or 
lost  without  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owners ;  and,  in  case  of  restoration  of  the  pro^ 
perty,  to  allow  damages  for  any  injury  or 
teution  of  the  same. 


From  the  Columbian  Ccntincl^ 

THE  ROAD  TO  RUIN, 

No.  V. 

Tim  effects  of  the  nmr  on  the  fTurchants* 
This  class  of  valuable,  industrious  citi-i 
zens,  exhibits  a  more  chequered  and  une- 
ijual  scene  than  any  other  in  the  commu¬ 
nity.  In  any  great  public  calamity,  some 
men  must  prosper.  The  system  of  em¬ 
bargo  and  non-intercourse,  though  in  the 
long  rim  nfinons  to  ftlr  coiimitTcmi 
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dilation,  nevertheless  brought  large  ac¬ 
cessions  to  the  property pf  some  individu¬ 
als.  Great  capitalists,  who  had  large 
stocks  of  foreign  articles  on  hand,  could 
not  but  experience  a  temporary  benefit, 
by  the  rise  of  their  stock.  A  war  with  a 
nation  bo  capable  of  putting  under  lock 
and  key  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
must  atford  to  some  considerable  jwrtions 
of  the  mercantile  adventurers,  enormous 
and  sudden  profits.  So  too,  a  great  and 
overwhelming  fire,  which  should  consume 
one  half  of  all  the  foreign  articles  at  mar¬ 
ket,  would  enrich  those  who  should  es¬ 
cape  the  calamity ;  hut  can  this  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  benefit  to  all  tlie  mercantile 
class,  much  less  the  w  hole  community  ? 

losolve  this  question,  we  have  only 
to  ask  the  sufferers  who  have  lost  their 
all.  J^el  us  iufjuire  of  the  merchant,  whose 
single  ship,  laden  with  all  hiscafuta!,  has 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  with¬ 
out  insurance.  To  judge  of  the  eventual 
efTect  of  such  a  war  upon  the  merchant, 
we  have  only  to  see  the  miseralile  and 
hum')!ed  condition  of  the  mercantile  class 
in  France  and  Holland,  who  have  been 
plui>£f  <l  by  the  mad  anilntion  of  their  ni¬ 
ters  into  a  maritime  war  with  England. 
Thf  r<-,  too,  vou  will  find  some  individuals 
who  liiiuie  money;  but  the  total  stagna¬ 
tion  of  trade — the  depopulation  of  the  sea- 
ports^ — the  reduction  of  rents  in  their  com¬ 
mercial  cities,  demonstrate,  that  the  occa¬ 
sional  profits  of  a  dangerous,  uncertain 
commerce,  afford  but  a  sorry  and  lamen¬ 
table  substitute  for  regular  industry,  and 
the  mcxlerale  gains  of  an  honourable 
price. 

It  is  only  by  entering  into  some  detail 
that  we  can  ascertain  the  real  state  of 
commercial  men.  If  great  capitalists,  ha¬ 
ving  large  amount  of  foreign  articles  on 
hand,  have  in  some  instances  doubled 
I  heir  capital,  how  has  it  been  with  the 
more  numerous,  younger,  more  useful 
memliers  of  the  mercantile  body  ?  In  eve¬ 
ry  country  much  the  greater  proportion 
have  small  capitals,  and  depend  on  their 
daily  industry  for  their  support.  The 
great  capitalists  may  be  considered  only 
the  banks  of  deposit,  from  which  the  small¬ 
er  ones  derive  their  capital,  and  by  whose 
activity  the  articles  are  dispersed  into  the 
channels  of  circulation. 

We  will  admit,  that  in  a  market  con¬ 
stantly  rising,  it  must  be  remembered  ra¬ 
ther  froffi  tbc  4Mtrefse«  of  the.  coimtry, 
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than  its  prosperity ;  rather  from  the  scar¬ 
city  of  the  article,  and  the  calamiloo* 
check  given  to  im{>ortation,  than  any  in¬ 
creased  demand  or  consumption,  or  [iros- 
perity,  even  the  young  adventurers,  the 
grocers  and  retailers,  have  constantly  ex- 
perieiiceil  an  increase  in  the  value  of  their 
stock. 

Hut  as  this  increase  is  in  its  nature  of 
a  temporary  character,  as  its  whole  amount 
will  not  suffice  to  make  the  fortunes  of 
these  smaller  adventurers,  they  will  soon 
find  if  they  do  not  already  j^erceive  it» 
that  the  moderate,,  sure,  and  regular  pro¬ 
fits  of  peace,  are  far  more  profitable  to 
them  than  this  sudden  increase  of  price 
in  articles  daily  and  hourly  diminishing. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  precise 
amount  of  the  loss  of  mercaniile  capital 
61/  thi  war^  though  it  is  nialhematically 
flt'inonstrahle  that  all  its  i^ains  have  been 
direct  taxes  on  the  American  community. 
1’here  are,  however,  some  data  from 
which  we  may  form  an  estimate  of  the 
enormous  amount  of  direct  loss  even  to 
the  merchant. 

1  stated  in  a  former  number,  that  there 
were  one  hundred  square  rigged  vessels 
now  laid  up  in  Boston  alone.  It  was  al¬ 
ways  my  w  ish  to  be  very  niotlerale  in  my 
calculations.  I  have  since  ascertained 
that  there  are  two  hundred.  Granting 
that  there  are  a  proportionable  number  in 
the  whole  state  of  Massachusetts,  it  is 
proved  by  the  last  account  of  tonnage  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
that  there  must  be  sixteen  hundred  vessels 
of  this  description  laid  up  in  this  state 
alone,  and  about  four  thousand  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States. 

I  may  be  mistaken,  but  my  basis  is  tl^ 
official  returns,  and  if  other  ports  have 
been  as  prudent  or  unfortunate  as  Boston,' 
my  estimate  is  not  erroneous. 

These  vessels  (I  confine  myself  to  ships 
and  brigs)  will  measure  600,000  tons. — • 
They  are  now  out  of  era{>loyment,  and  If 
the  war  endures  so  long  as  Mr.  Madison 
from  his  message  intends  it  shall,  that  is, 
until  Great  Britain  gives  up  the  right  tn 
punish  the  traitors  to  her  country ;  if,  as 
he  declared,  the  system  of  retaliation  k 
to  be  adhered  to,  and  we  are  to  hang  in¬ 
nocent  Englishmen  because  she  hangs 
guilty  Englishmai^  (not  AmestcanS) 
MARK  YOU,)  then  these  ships  will  lay  by 
until  they  rot  as  they  have  done  iu  France 
aud  Holland.  Of  course  this  single  itefll 
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of  loss  to  tho  merchants,  estimating  the 
peace  value  of  these  ships  at  .thirty  dollars 
per  ton,  will  be  eighteen  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  ;  a  pretty  tolerable  odbet  to  the  mer¬ 
cantile  profits  made  by  them  out  of  the 
consumers,  by  the  enhanced  value  of  fo¬ 
reign  articles. 

As  to  captures  we  know  less — ^but  we 
linow  tliat  in  our  paper  of  Saturday  last, 
there  was  an  account  of  fifty  vessels  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  British  within  three  weeks. 
1  have  seen  accounts  of  more  than  seven 
hundred,  and  have  no  doubt  they  amount 
to  one  thousand. 

If  you  were  to  estimate  them  at  four 
millions  more,  and  their  cargoes,  including 
those  of  Indiamen,  French  traders  and 
coasters, at  ten  thousand  dollars,  you  would 
have  ten  millions  qpire.  The  sums  will 
make  the  direct  mercantile  loss  by  the 
war,  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars. 

Now  if  this  loss  could  have  been  ex¬ 
actly  ap[K)rtioned  among  those  who  have 
made  money,  as  well  as  those  who  have, 
not,  it  might  be  tolerable  in  its  nature,  but 
it  is  a  sad  political  measure  which  impo¬ 
verishes  ten  and  makes  one  rich. 

It  may  be  said  that  these  are  loose  esti¬ 
mates,  and  though  all  must  admit  there  is 
much  truth  in  them,  yet  that  they  are  not 
sufficiently  accurate  to  be  grounds  of  so¬ 
ber  conviction.' 

Let  us  then  add  testimony  The  inha- 
'  bitants  of  the  island  of  N  antucket,  from 
their  violent  attachment  to  administra¬ 
tion — from  the  active  part  they  took  in 
bringing  about  this  war — ^by  supporting 
the  men  who  favoured  it — (1  know ,  how¬ 
ever,  that  excellent  body  of  citizens  were 
deceived  in  the  views  of  their  leaders) 
must  be  presumed  to  be  fair  witnesses. — 
They  are  wholly  commercial,  for  I  con¬ 
sider  the  whale  fishery  essentially  a 
branch  of  commerce.  They  must  have 
testified  with  reluctance.  Yet  they  open¬ 
ly  declare  the  war  has  been  ruinous  to 
them. 

If  Marblehead  had  spirit  and  intelli¬ 
gence  enough  in  its  democracy  {it  has 
enough  in  its  Washington  Phalanx)  to 
tell  all  they  feel,  and  all  they  suffer,  the 
tale  would  draw  tears  from  the  dryest  eye. 
Never  did  the  Almighty,  in  his  just  dis¬ 
pleasure,  more  speedily  bring  dawn  ven¬ 
geance  on  those,  who,  spuming  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  duty,  and  justice,  and  interest, 
^vok^  the  government  to  draw  its  sword 
Itn  ftQ  unbe^  aod  tmrighteous  cause. 


Newburyport,  one  of  the  most  imhrstil 
ous,  enterprising  towns  in  any  nation, 
country  or  age,  though  it  cannot  charge 
itself  with  any  portion  of  the  blood  un¬ 
justly  spilt  in  thb  war,  couhl  tell  a  tale  of 
horror — could  exemplify  the  fatal  effects 
of  this  war  on  commerce,  that  would 
make  infidels  believe,  and  parasites  trem¬ 
ble. 

In  short,  though  there  is  a  feverish  and 
sickly  appearance  of  motion  and  business 
in  the  capital,  yet  the  seaboard  of  New- 
England,  and  o(  the  southern  states,  w  ill 
in  a  year  or  two  prove,  that  there  is  a 
palsy  in  the  commercial  heart,  which  no 
skill  can  cure,  no  medicaments  relieve. 

It  is  necessary  to  make  but  one  remark 
more,  and  1  have  reserved  it  to  the  last, 
because  it  is  not  only  the  most  important^ 
but  conclusive. 

He  must  be  a  very  tyro — a  pure  novice 
in  business — who  does  not  know  that  the 
state  of  our  great  mercantile  companies^ 
which  owed  their  first  existence  to  our 
commercial  prosperity,  is  the  siifest  test 
of  the  state  of  commerce.  ^ 

After  the  peace  of  1783,  Boston  had  hut 
one  bank  of  400,000  dollars  capital.  So 
sickly  was  its  commerce — so  feelde  its  cir- 
cidiitions — tliat  the  proprietors  were  obli¬ 
ged  to  witlnlraw  300,000  dollars  of  this 
I  capital,  for  want  of  demand.  At  that 
I  time  two  small  private  inBiirance  offices 
!  sufficed  for  the  trade  of  Massachusetts. 

I  Before  this  calamitous  war,  six  incor¬ 
porated  companies  of  insurance,  w  ith  ca¬ 
pitals  of  more  than  two  millions,  did  not 
near  suffice  for  the  necessities  of  trade. 
They  are  now  nearly  or  quite  dormant, 
useless  appendages  of  trade.  ’ 

The  banks,  instead  of  making  nine  per 
cent,  per  annum,  are  at  their  wits  ends  to 
lend  their  capitals — and  money  is  such  a 
drug,  (the  surest  sign  of  the  former  pros¬ 
perity  and  present  insecurity  of  trade)  that 
men  against  their  consciences,  their  ho¬ 
nour,  their  duty,  their  professions  and 
promises,  are  willing  to  lend  it  secretly  to 
support  the  very  measures  which  are  both 
intended  and  calculated  for  their  ruin, 

THE  ROAD  TO  RUIN. 
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On  ilu  effects  of  this  unjust  war  on  the 
merchants, 

I  have  shown,  in  my  last  essay,  that  not¬ 
withstanding  the  rise  of  most  of  the  articles 
of  foreign  jproduce,  which  has  Ufought  a  teiicr^ 
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ponay  relief  to  great  mercantile  capitalists 
and  a  smaller  one  to  lesser  traders,  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  the  con¬ 
sumers  ;  the  general  course  of  the  commerce 
of  the  country  is  most  disastrous.  That  if  ] 
you  deduct  from  these  calamitous  profits,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  thirty  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  lost  by  capture  and  by  the  laying  up  of 
our  ships,  little  arill  be  left  for  consolation, 
and  still  less  tor  future  hopes. 

I  may  be  now  permitted  to  add  some  con¬ 
siderations  which  will  show  the  precarious 
nature  even  of  these  profits. 

Speculation  is  the  inevitable  fruit  of  a  fluc¬ 
tuating  market.  Mercantile  men  will  per¬ 
fectly  understand  me  when  I  say  that  there  is 
a  melancholy  pleasure  in  making  money  on 
foundations  so  very  insecure ;  and  that  one 
dollar,  fairly  gained  in  safe  and  secure  times, 
is  worth  five  obtained  in  times  so  pregnant 
with  anxiety  and  danger. 

The  present  speculations  rather  resemble 
the  hazards  of  a  gaining  table,  in  which  the 
chance  of  the  die,  rather  than  the  agreeable, 
honourable  exercise  of  mercantile  sagacity 
and  foresight,  direct  the  operations  and  quick¬ 
en  the  exertions  of  the  industrious  merchant. 

I  may  hazard  one  more  abstract  remark, 
which  will  be  perfectly  intelligible,  and  uni¬ 
versally  admitted  by  merchants,  that  com¬ 
merce  is  in  a  dangerous,  unprofitable,'  and  un¬ 
natural  state,  when  the  adventurer  is  obliged 
to  calculate  ail  the  risks  of  political  events ; 
when  he  cannot  trust  his  bread  upon  the  wa¬ 
ters  with  security,  without  taking  into  the  ac- 
C4»unt  the  follies,  caprice,  errors  and  wicked¬ 
ness  of  statesmen ;  when  he  knows  not  whe¬ 
ther  peace,  unexpectedly  accepted,  may  not 
defeat  his  schemes;  whether  embargo  may 
no^  blast  his  foreign  adventures,  or,  by  its  de- 
Jeterious  effi'cts  on  the  people,  double  the 
value  of  the  articles  on  hand ;  or  whether  a 
protracted,  inexorable,  ruinous  war,  is  des¬ 
tined  to  raise  all  the  articles  of  foreign  growth 
to  an  immoderate,  and,  to  the  people,  ruinous 
price. 

Such,  obviously,  arc  sonie  of  the  great  evils 
to  which  commerce  is  unhappily  exposed,  by 
a  policy  as  dark  as  it  is  essentially  ruinous  to 
^11  Uic  efforts  of  honourable  enterprise. 

I  now  come  to  more  practical  remarks.  Here 
you  will  find  a  merchant  hugging  himself  in 
^e  'supposed  profits  which  he  has  made  by 


the  sale  of  a  large  cargo  of  coffee  at  thirty- 
three  or  thirty-four  cents,  which  cost  him  but 
sixteen.  This  is  mishty  well !  and  very  na¬ 
tural — and  if  he  has  made  his  fortune  by  this 
speculation,  and  lays  his  money  by  in  eaglef 
:  or  half  eagles,  it  is  perhaps  secure-^nless  the 
British  should,  in  retaliation  for  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son’s  inhumanity,  in  butchering  her  subjects 
because  she  punishes  her  traitors,  lay  our 
cities  in  ashes— and  seize  his  eagles. 

But  most  men,  exhilarated  by  these  unna¬ 
tural  profits,  will  be  stimulated,  like  gamblers, 
to  go  on — and  try  their  fortunes  again. 

Peace  must  finally  come ;  and  it  may  come 
like  the  war,  as  a  thi^  and  robber  in  the 
night ;  and  it  may  find  him  with  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  sugar  at  twenty- 
five  or  twenty -seven  dollars,  or  of  indigo  at 
five  or  seven  dollars.  It  may  fall  filly  or  more 
per  cent— and  his  imagined  fortune  will  va¬ 
nish  at  a  stroke. 

This  is  go/anciful  picture.  Every  man  flat¬ 
ters  himself  that  he  has  sagacity  to  escape. 
But  it  is  certain  that  when  peace  does  come, 
and  come  it  must,  when  the  people,  who  are 
the  victims  and  sufferers  from  these  high  pri¬ 
ces  and  ruinous  taxes,  shall  awake,  many  must 
and  will  be  caught  and  ruined, 

'  Considered,  therefore,  as  a  great  class  of 
the  community,  the  mere  hants  will  probably 
be  great  losers  in  the  end  by  this  disastrous 
war.  It  may  be  laid  down,  as  a  certain  axiom, 
that  PEACE  is  the  patroness  of  commerce,  and 
WAR  its  perseciUrix, 

Again — It  should  be  considered,  that  if 
merchants  make  in  some  few  instances  large 
profits,  at  the  expense  of  the  poor,  the  me¬ 
chanic,  the  widow,  the  orphan,  the  salary 
man,  and  the  farmer,  a  large  share  of  this 
profit  goes  to  foreign  seamen  and  foreign  mer¬ 
chants,'  who  are  the  freighters  of  the  goods 
introduced ;  all  of  which  was  before  shared 
among  ourselves.  Nor  is  this  all — these  fo¬ 
reigners  have  tasted  the  profits  of  our  trade 
being  brought  from  the  Black  Sea  and  the 
Baltic. to  know  the  immense  trade  opened  in 
this  country ;  they  may  contrive  to  supply 
the  southern  states  after  the  peace,  and  thus, 
perhaps,  the  right  hand  of  northern  commerce 
may  be  amputated. 

Another  effect  produced  by  the  war  on  the 
mercantile  part  of  society,  and  extending  it? 
baneful  operations  and  poisonous  inflaenc^ 
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through  the  whole  body  politio,  is  the  destnic-  Uts,  in  spite  of  that  digaiied  forbearance  wiO 
lion  of  mercantile  honour  and  probity.  In  which  Great  Britain  had  witnessed  a  succes 
dangerous  times  the  wise  and  prudent  shrink  sion  of  measures  hostile  to  her,  and  pleasini 
from  bold  adventure.  The  temptation  of  ex-  and  favourable  to  her  enemy,  entertained  tb< 
wrbitant  profit,  calls  into  activity  an  indigent,  same  unfounded  jealousy  of  her  views, 
restless,  unprincipled  class  of  men,  who  trem-  What  shall  we  say  then,  to  a  policy,  which, 
ble  at  DO  dangers,  and  are  startled  at  no  believing  in  her  systematic  rivalship,  invite<] 
measures.  i  her  to  pounce  upon  our  defenceles  commerce, 

Encouraged  and  protected  from  infamy  by  and  to  drive  it  from  the  ocean  ? 
the  just  odium  against  the  war,  they  engage  Where  now  is  tliat  canvass  wbicli  whitened 
fn  lawless  speculations,  sneer  at  the  restraints  every  sea  ?  Wliere  that  hardy  industry  and 
of  conscience,  laugh  at  perjury,  mock  at  legal  bold  adventure,  which  affronted  peril  and 
restraints,  and  acquire  an  ill-gotten  wealth  at  vexed  every  ocean  ?  Some  fifty  fast  sailing 
the  expence  of  public  morals,  and  of  the  more  schooners,  skulking  in  and  out  of  the  ports  ol 
sober,  conscientious  part  of  the  mercantile  France,  bringing  us  brandies  to  poison,  and 
immunity.  If  these  effects  would  bo  only  i*ibl>ons  and  feathers  to  decorate  our  raiseiy, 
co-existent  with  the  war ;  if  one  could  safely  and  some  hundred  jchecqiie  boats  stealing  ia 
expect  a  miractilons  return  to  good  principles  the  night  along  our  coasts,  make  up  the  fp'ani 
with  a  distant,  very  distant  peace,  we  might  total  of  the  comiuerce  of  seven  millions  of  the 
bavc  some  consolation.  But  this  gangrene  In  hardiest,  boldest,  most  adventurous  people  on 
the  body  politic  will  have  taken  too  deep  root  oartli.  These  are  the  blessings  of  this  waj\ 
to  be  extirpated  by  the  lancet  or  the  cautery.  1^“**  foreign  coinmet'ce  insured  at  fifty  per 
Administration  hirelings  may  revile  the  nor-  ^®nt ;  but  of  our  enemies  sailing  scarcely  at 
them  states,  and  the  merchants  generally,  for  We  are  teaching  our  enemy  and  all  tli« 

tliis  monstrous  depravation  of  morals,  this  world  to  live  without  us :  and  when  a  tardy 
execrable  course  of  smuggling  and  fraud ;  but  peace  shall  arrive ;  w’hen  Mr.  Madison’s  war 
there  is  a  jnst  Ggd^  who  knoivs  how  to  trace  appetite  shall  have  been  satiated,  we  shati 
the  causes  of  human  events,  and  he  will,  as-  then  see  every  port  either  shut  to  our  cora- 
miredly,  visit  upon  the  authors  of  this  war,  all  merce,  or  giving  us  a  cold,  unwelcome,  un- 
the  iniquities  of  which  it  has  been  the  occa-  profitable  reception.  In  the  mean  time  our 
-®iou.  If  the  guilty  deserve  oor  scorn  or  our  enemy  is  exploring  new  scenes  of  adventure ; 
pity,  the  tempters  and  seducers  deserve  our  is  forming  new  ties  and  new  connexions,  and 
execration.  extending  that  successful  commerce  so  much 

But  there  is  a  view  in  which  this  war  will  the  object  ol  the  hatred,  the  jealousy,  and  the 
'T)e  contemplated  by  enlightened  merchants  enmity  of  Messrs.  31adison,  Bonaparte,  and 
and  profound  statesmen,  in  which  its  effects  Jeflfcrson.  Should  this  war  last  ten  years,  it 
on  the  commerce  of  this  country  will  be  seen  will  take  a  century  to  regain  the  footing  we 
to  be  most  disastrous,  and  for  which  our  pos-  have  voluntarily  sacrificed  in  the  trade  of  the 
lerity  w  ill  have  occasion  to  execrate  its  au-  world.  Shut  out  from  India,  excluded  by  the 
thors,  perhaps  for  ages.  It  may  be  conceded,  common  policy  of  Europe  from  their  colonies, 
that  a  measure  may  be  temporarily  niinous  to  with  a  reduced  capital,  an  exorbitant  debt, 
the  existing  merchant,  and  yet  productive  of  and  diminished  seamen,  we  shall  have  to  re- 
fventoal  national  good.  The  case,  indeed,  is  commence  a  new  contest  with  a  rival  who  has 
a  rare  one ;  and  the  politician  ought  to  be  ex-  been  thriving  at  our  expense, 
tremely  sure  of  his  calculation  before  he  at-  sb— 

tempts  so  hazardous  an  experiment.  But  tite  prince  regent  s  speech,  to^both  houses 

what  shall  we  say  to  a  measure  ruinous  in  its 

immediate  effects,  and  fatal  to  the  permanent  o,nd  GenlUmen, 

tatereBts  of  a  country  ?  ‘‘  ,  regret  that  I  aw 

«  .  -wj  again  obliged  to  announce  to  you  the  continu- 

Such  a  measure  was  t  i  ^  sary  auce  of  his  majesty’s  lamented  indisposition* 

'.ul^ust  war.  The  very  administration  them-  great  and  splendid  success  with  wliich 

ttelres  pretend  that  Britain  was  jealous  of  our  it  bus  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  bless  hU 
t»rosp«tity.  Sftn  smt  1  unfiaety’s  arsas,  aod  those  of  his  :ajlie*  in  th» 
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fK$DFMof  the  frre^ent  fampaig:n,  lias  been  pro-  it  has  been,  witli  corresponding  energy,  by 
diictive  of  the  most  important  coiiscqueuces  the  other  allied  powers.  Las  pn  duced  a  change, 
to  Bnrope.  the  most  loomentous  in  the  afiairs  of  llie  coiw 

In  Spain,  the  glorious  and  decisire  rictory,  tinent. 
obtain^  near  Vittoria,  has  been  followed  by  I  sliall  direct  copies  of  the  several  conveni 
the  advance  of  the  allied  forces  to  the  Pyren-  tions  wbk’h  I  have  concluded  with  the  nor- 
nees;  by  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  in  every  them  powers,  to  be  laid  before  you,  as  soon 
attempt  to  regain  the  ground  he  had  been  as  the  ratification  of  them,  shall  have  been 
compelled  to  abandon;  by  tlie  reduction  of  duly  exchanged. 

the  fortress  of  St.  Sebastians,  and  finally,  by  I  have  further  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have 
the  establishment  of  the  allieil  army,  on  the  eoncluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  concert, 
frontier  of  France.  with  the  emperor  of  Austria,  and  that 

In  this  series  of  brilliant  operations,  you  powerful  league  already  formed,  has  receiveJ 
will  have  observed,  with  the  highest  satislac-  an  important  addition  of  force  by  tbedeclara* 
tion,  the  consummate  skill  and  ability  of  the  tion  of  Bavaria  against  France, 
great  commander.  Field  Marshal  Wellington,  I  am  confident  you  will  view  with  particu* 
and  the  steadiness  and  unconquerable  spirit,  lar  satisfaction,  the  renewal  of  the  ancient 
which  have  equally  displayed  by  the  connexion  with  the  Austrian  government; 

troofis  of  llie  three  nations,  united  under  Lis  and  that,  justly  appreciating  all  the  value  of 
command.  the  accession  of  that  great  power  to  the  coni- 

TLe  termination  of  an  armistice,  in  the  mon  cause,  you  will  be  prepared,  as  far  .as  cir- 
north  of  B'uropc,  and  the  declaration  of  war,  cuinstaiices  will  permit,  to  eiiabfo  me  to  sup* 
by  the  B/iTi|)eror  of  Austria  against  France,  port  Lis  imperial  majesty,  in  the  vigorouspro* 
have  Ixicn  most  happily  accompanitHl  by  a  seculion  of  the  contest, 
system  of  cordial  union  and  concert  amongst  war  between  this  country  and  the 

the  allied  powers.  United  States  of  America,  still  continues; 

The  eflecti  of  this  union  Lave  even  surpass-  Lut  1  Lave  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that 
^  those  expec'tatioDs,  which  it  was  calculated  the  ineasnres,  adopted  by  the  govermnent  of 
to  excite.  the  United  States,  for  the  conquest  of  Canada, 

By  the  signal  victories  obtained  over  the  Lave  been  frustrated  by  the  valour  of  his  ma- 
FreiicL  armies  in  Silesia,  at  t’ulin  and  Dene-  jesty’s  troops,  and  by  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of 
vitz,  the  ellbrts  of  the  enemy,  to  penetrate  Lis  American  subjects, 
into  the  heart  of  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  Whilst  Great  Britain,  in  conjunction  with 
territories,  were  completely  fnist rated.  her  allies,  is  exerting  her  utmost  strength* 

Tliese  successes  Lave  been  followed  by  a  against  the  common  enemy  of  independent 
course  of  operations,  combined  with  so  nnich  nations,,  it  must  be  matter  of  deep  regret,  to 
judgmeut,  and  executed  with  such  consiim-  find  an  additional  enemy,  in  the  government  of 
mate  pmdeiice,  vigour,  and  ability,  as  to  have  a  country,  wliose  real  interest  in  the  issue  of 
led  in  their  result,  not  only  to  the  discomfiture  this  great  contest,  must  be  the  same  as  our 
of  all  those  projects  which  the  ruler  of  France  own. 

had  so  presumptuously  annonneed  on  the  re-  It  is  known  to  the  world,  that  this  country 
newal  of  the  contest,  but  to  the  capture  and  was  not  the  aggressor  in  this  war. 
destruction  of  the  greater  part  of  the  army,  1  have  not  hitherto  seen  any  disposition, 
imder  his  immediate  command.  '  on  the  part  of  the  govemment  of  the  United. 

The  annals  of  Bairope  afibrd  no  example  of  States  to  close  it,  of  which  I  could  avail  my- 
victorics  more  splendid  and  decisive,  than  self,  consistently  with  a  due  attention  to  the 
those  which  have  been  recently  achieved  in  interests  of  his  majesty’s  subjects. 

Saxony,  I  am  at  all  times  ready  to  enter  into  dis* 

Whilst  the  perseverance  and  gallantry,  dis-  cussions  w’ith  that  government,  for  a  concilia- 
played  by  the  allied  forces  of  every  descrip-  tory  adjustment  of  the  differences  between  tlie 
tion  engaged  in  tills  conflict,  have  exalted  to  two  countries,  upon  principles  of  perfect  reci- 
the  highest  pitch  of  gloiy,  their  military  cha-  procity,  not  inconsistent  with  the  established 
racter,  you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  agree  with  maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  maritime 
me  in  rendering  the  full  tribute  of  applause  rights  of  the  British  empire, 
to  those  sovereigns  and  princes,  who,  in  this  ^  v  rr  s' 

sacred  cause  of  national  independence,  have  Gen/tcmen  of  the  Haute  aj  Commont, 

80  eminently  distinguished  themselves  as  the  I  have  directed  the  estimates  for  the  servi*« 
leaders  of  the  armies  of  their  respective  na-  ces  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 
tioDs.  I  regret  the  necessity  of  so  large  an  expen- 

With  such  a  prospect  before  you,  1  am  sa-  diture,  which  1  am  confident,  however,  yon 
tisfied  that  1  may  rely  with  the  greatest  coofi-  will  judge  to  be  unavoidable,  when  the  extent 
dence  on  your  dispositions  to  enable  me  to  af-  and  nature  of  our  military  exertioos  are  coi^ 
ford  the  necessary  assistance  in  support  of  a  sidered. 

Hystom  of*  alliancev  which  originating  chiefly  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  your  readiness  ta 
in  the  raagoanimous  and  disinterested  views  furnish  such  supplies  as  the  pnbfig  service  laqs 
of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and  foUowed  up  as 
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I  congratiiliite  you  oji  the  improved  and 
flourishing  state  df  our  commerce  and  1  trust 
that  the  abundant  harvest  whicti  we  liave  re- 
ccived  from  the  bountitul  hand  of  ritividcnce 
during  the  present  year  will  afford  material 
relief  to  his  majesty’s  people,  and  produce  a 
^nsiderable  augmentation  in  many  branches 
•f  the  revenne. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemenf 

f  congratulate  you  on  the  decided  convic¬ 
tion,  which  now  happily  prevails  throughout 
60  large  a  portion  of  Kurope,  that  the  war,  in 
which  the  allied  powers  are  engaged  against 
the  ruler  of  France,  is  a  war  of  necessity; 
and  that  his  views  of  univcrsaf  dominion  can 
only  be  defeated  by  combined  and  determined 
pesistance. 

The  public  spirit  and  national  enthusiasm, 
which  have  successively  accomplished  the  de¬ 
liverance  of  the  kingdoms  of  iSpain  and  Tor- 
lugal,  and  of  the  Russian  empire,  now  equally 
animate  the  German  people ;  and  we  may 
justly  entertain  the  fullest  contidence  that  the 
same  perseverance  on  their  part  will  ulti¬ 
mately  lead  to  the  same  glorious  result. 

1  cannot  but  deplore  most  deeply  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  this  extended  warfare,  and  of  all 
those  miseries,  which  the  insatiable  ambition 
of  the  ruler  of  France  has  so  long  inflicted 
upon  Europe. 

No  disposition,  to  require  from  France  sa- 
oriflees  of  any  dc.scription  inconsistent  with 
tier  honour  or  Just  pretensions  as  a  nation,  will 
ever  be  on  ray  part,  or  on  that  of  his  majes¬ 
ty’s  allies,  ail  obstacle  to  peace. 

The  restoration  of  that  great  blessing,  up¬ 
on  principles  of  justice  and  equality,  has 
never  ceased  to  be  my  anxious  wish ;  but  I 
am  fully  convinced,  that  it  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  a  continuance  ol'  those  eflbrts,  which 
have  already  delivered  so  large  a  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope  from  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

To  the  firmness  and  perseverance  of  this 
country,  these  advantages  may  in  a  great 
degree  be  ascribed.  L^t  this  consideration 
animate  us  to  new  exertions,  and  we  shall 
thus,  I  trust,  be  enabled  to  bring  this  long  imd 
arduous  contest  to  a  conclusion,  which  will  be 
consistent  with  the  independence  of  ail  na¬ 
tions  eugage<l  in  it,  and  with  the  general  se¬ 
curity  of  Europe. 

From  ike  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 

THE  DISFRANCHISING  ACT. 

ITS  AMIABL*  PROVISIONS. 

It  is  said  to  be  requisite  in  a  free  state, 
"(hat  the  laws  should  be  defined,  simple,  per¬ 
spicuous,  intelligible.  It  is  said  to  be  a  mack 
tyranny  when  the  laws  are  obscure,  uncer¬ 
tain,  subject  to  the  caprice  or  passions  of  the 
judges  and  other  officers.  Laws  should  be  so 
,  framed  as  not  to  lead  to  unnecessary  and  vex- 
artious  setrebes  aod  sehE^res. 


Now  what  shall  we  say  to  the  second  40^^- 
tioii  of  this  embargo  act,  and  how  will  it  com¬ 
pare  with  these  principles  ?  “  If  any  man 
shall  put,  place,  or  load  any  specie,  goods^ 
wares,  Ac.  Ac.  including  provisions,  into  any 
ship,  vessel,  cart,  waggon,  sled,  or  any  othe^ 
vehicle^  with  intent  to  exjMirt  the  same,  or  to 
pot  the  same  on  board  any  foreign  vessel,  or 
in  any  other  manner  to  evade  the  provision  of 
this  acU  the  goods  shall  be  forfeited  and  four 
times  the  value  thereof.” 

Now  I  ask  what  is  the  jury  to  try  ?  What  is 
the  issue  to  be  put  to  them  ?  Whether  you  in¬ 
tend  to  export  them  ?  No ;  but  whether  in 
any  other  manner  you  intended  to  evade  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

If  therefore  I  have  in  my  chaise  flOO  dol¬ 
lars  in  specie  bound  to  Windsor,  in  Vermont 
in  the  first  place  by  the  tenth  section,  1  am  li* 
able  to  be  stopped,  and  my  money  seized  ten 
times  on  the  route,  because  I  am  ”  apparently 
on  the  way  towards  the  territory  of  a  foreign 
nation,  or  the  vicinity  thereof.” 

When  I  come  to  trial  before  some  vigilant 
magistrate,  he  must  or  may  tell  the  jury, 
“  Gentlemen,  although  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  culprit  in  this  case  actually  intended 
to  exjiort  these  goods,  or  this  specie,  yet  it 
certainly  m^ght  have  been  his  intention  (and 
you  will  judge  from  the  evidence  whether  it 
was  not)  to  evade  in  some  other  way  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act.  He  might  have  intended 
to  pay  it  to  a  carter  at  Windsor,  who  he  knew 
would  probably  evade  its  provisions.  And  in¬ 
deed,  gentlemen,  let  me  ask  you  for  what  legi-f 
timate  purpose  could  specie  be  wanted  in  the  in¬ 
terior  ?  Are  not  bank  bills  much  more  conve-^ 
nient  transportation  ?  This  has  a  most  suspi¬ 
cious  appearance,  and  if  you  are  of  opinion, 
that  there  was  an  intention  in  any  manner, 
either  on  the  part  of  tlie  defendant  or  of  any 
ether  person  to  whom  the  money  was  goings 
to  evade  the  provisions  of  this  act,  you  must 
find  him  guilty.” 

One  may  judge  what  a  latitude  is  given  to  a 
collector,  or  attorney,  or  judge,  or  a  jury,  to 
to  gratify  and  satiate  their  passions  on  any 
persons  whom  they  might  wish  to  oppress. 

The  5th  section  I  think,  surpasses  all  the' 
refinements  of  ingenuity,  and  does  as  much 
credit  to  the  sagacity,  as  it  does  dishonour  to 
the  heart  .which  suggested  it.  By  this  sec-- 
tioQ  net  o^ly  is  the  thing  itself  forfeited 
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which  it  is  shipped,  but  the  owner,  agent,  ^  R^publicaoi 

li'eighter,  factor  and  master,  moreover  each  ^  ^  j 

11  1- Vi  14  4K«  Our  Federalism^  our  Patriotism,  and  our  Pirnw 

severallv  forfeit  a  sura  equal  to  the  value  ot  ’ 

.,1  ctples, 

inc  vessel  I  * 

I  have  sent  a  vessel  to  Carolina  for  freight.  Whatever  others  may  say  or  do,  we  will  ne-* 
My  master  without  my  knowledge,  ships  a  ^^r  act  the  hypocrite  upon  the  subject  of  the 
cargo,  or  otherwise  contravene,  the  act ;  I  not  P*-esent  unnatural  war,  and  its  dreadful  conse- 
only  lose  ray  ship,  but  its  value  in  money.—  ^^e  massacre  of  defenceless  women* 

My  consignee,  too,  who  was  agent  for  the  ship,  ^  children  ;  the  loads  of  debt  which  are  ra- 
even  though  not  privy  to  the  evasion,  of  the  multiplying,  and  the  savage  invasioiu 

act,  incurs  an  equal  forfeiture.  1  devastation  and  misery  of  a  neighbouring  pro- 

The  principle  of  the  six4:h  section*  is  most|^**^®»  heretofore  happy,  peaceful,  and  harm- 
humane.  It  subjects  the  man  who  owned  a 

sixty-fourth  part  of  aship^  to  all  the  breach-!  We  will  never  yieldto  the  dastardly  me» 
es  of  that  act,  which  may  be  made  by  the  bsJ  naces  of  our  enemies,  orthe-ni’isgiiidcd  policy, 
other  parts  ;  and  not  only  so  but  to  all  foi>  j  the  mad  enthusiasm  of  our  friends,  so  far 
feitures  which  may  be  incurred  by  any  per-j  ^  ^  conceal  our  sentiments  from  the  public, 
son  to  whom  he  may  scU  her.  I  applaud  those  p  assing  events,  which  in  our 

It  will  be  answered  that  this,  at  the  worst,  *mils  we  regret  and  detest.  Every  event 
is  only  3.  prohibition  to  sell.  But  who,  since  |  '^h*ch  strengthens  the  cause  of  unjust  havoc, 
the  prescriptions  of  Sylla,  ever  heard  of  a  "^^dch  gratifies  the  unhallowed  ainbition,  and 
prohibition  to  sell  ones  own  7  Where  is  the  1  Promotes  the  purposes  of  our  present  weak 
power  given  to  congress  so  to  do  ?  Then,  I  wicked  administration,  which  covers  thisr 

again,  these  twisting  apologists  will  turn  upon  j  with  false  splendour,  renders  it  popular, 

you  and  say, you  moy  sell^  giving  bonds  in  tliree  j  the  period  of  peace  precarious  and  distant, 

hundred  dollars  a  ton,  that  no  breaches  of  the  j  every  »nch  evcuit  producing  suck  consequencet 
law  shall  be  made  by  the  purchaser.  Bitter!  shall  never  cease  to  lament  and  de- 

mockery  !  cruel  satire  1  A  man  has  only  five  Precate. 

thousand  dollars  in  the  world,  and  that  exists  I  cease  to  deprecate  the  tempest,  or 

in  one  ship.  He  is  forbid  to  emigrate.  He  j  hurricane,  which  spreads  desolation  over 

must  pay  his  creditors  and  feed  his  family,  j  the  earth ;  because  by  it  the  atmo- 

Yet  you  will  not  let  him  sell,  unless  he  can  ^  cleared  of  noxious  vapor;  and  be-" 

fiiid  security  for  «W,000  dollars,  aud  when  he  j  succeeded  by  a  clear  sky  and  plea- 

has  done  that,  he  is  still  liable  to  the  frauds  f^**can  we  hug  to  our  bosoms  thie 

or  misconduct  c"’all  succeeding  purchasers,  j  because  amid  the  devastation,  blood  an<r 
Oh  Bonaparte! !  come  quickly  and  relieve  j  death,  which  it  spreads  through  our  country, 
us  by  your  milder  sway  from  the  oppression  we’see  springing  from  its  teeming  womb,  **  a^ 
of  your  Quajs tors.  1^'^  frigates,  and  a  few  flocks  of  3lermo 

So  dreadfully  were  the  fiumcrs  of  this  hu-I  Sheep  ?**  No ;  while  we  hail  these  propitious 
mane  act  afraid  of  evasion,  that  after  provr- 1  consequences,  we  assert  they  are  like  the  wart 
ding  for  the  giving  these  bonds  to  ten  times  I  to  Ossa,  when  their  benefits  are  compared  with 
the  value  of  the  ship,  they  have  a  proviso  that  j  immediate,  gigantic  evils  of  this  abominable 
this  shall  not  excuse  the*  owners  from  giving  I 

every  other  bond  provided  by  this  act.  j  All  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature ;  all  the 

So  that  if  the  owner  of  the  Portland  packet  principles  we  have  cherished,  whether  irabi- 
should  sell  her,  he  must  give  bond  for  30,000  bed  from  sage  authors  or  veteran  statesman ; 
dollars;  and  when  she  cleared  out  to  go  home  whether  of  political  economy,  morality,  or 
next  day,  the  owner  must  give  a  new  bond  religion,  are  arrayed  in  eternal  hostility  to 
for  30,000  more.  And  all  this  to  keep^Lord  this  wicked  war. 

Wellington  from  taking  his  majesty’s  town  of  Yet  the  country  U  lawfully  and  constitu- 
Bayonne.  I  confine  myself  now  to  the  rea-  tioiially  at  war,  and  we  know,  of  consequence,^ 
#ons  of  the  message,  “/esdin^  the  British  ar-  there  are  social  and  political  duties  to  be  per- 
$ni£S  at  a  (Ustanee^**  formed ;  duHos  indoobted,  «lc^,  atad  saerred* 
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I  ever  others  may  act — and  however  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  kindled  by  success  and  victory  may  in¬ 
duce  those,  even  all  in  whom  we  shall  ever 
love  and  respect,  to  yield  to  the  torrent  of 
power  and  patronage,  we  never  wiliyUrt^cr 
than  rve  have  here  stated^  become  supporters  of 
any  pai't  or  {xwtion  of  this  unnatural,  dis¬ 
graceful  and  unholy  war.  We  will  never  be¬ 
come  traitors  to  our  God,  ourselves,  and  what 
we  sacredly  believe  to  be  the  honour^  tlic 
justice,  and  the  permanent  interests  of  our 
beloved  native  country. 
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